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Look not every Man on his own things : 


but every Man alſo on the things of Others, 


HERE are hardly any Words, more 
common in the Mouths of Men, than 
a Public Spirit; a Regard to the Pub- 
lic; che Good of the Public; the Lowe 
of our Country; and many others of 
the like Sort: Which are indeed, in their Original 
Deſign, but different Expreſſions for One and the 
Same Thing. The Great Point is, what theſe 
Words ought truly to ſigniſie; what Temper and 
Diſpoſition of Mind; what Practice and Conduct 
of Life, They ought to repreſent and deſign. And, 


as 
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as I think that the Great End of ſuch Societies and 
Aſſemblies, as the preſent, is to cultivate that Good 
Spirit of Love and Humanity, which may dif- 
fuſe it ſelf thro' the whole Tenor of Men'; 
Actions? I. have upon this account thought it 
proper to chuſe theſe Words of St Paule in which 
He condemns that Vicious Selfrſhneſs which teach: 
eth Us to confine our Views to Our ſelves alone, 
conſider'd as ſeparated from the Reſt of the World; 
and at the ſame time directs Us to the contrary 
good Temper and Diſpoſition of a Diffuſive Re- 
gard to All mankind around Us. And I chulc 
Them, as They will give Us Occaſion, to con. 
fider, in a more general Way than perhaps E 
at that time directly intended, and with a par- 
ticular View to Humane Society, The true Foun. 
dation, Nature, and Extent of a Public Epirtt : 
the Bad Diſpoſition, and Vice, oppoſite to it; the 
Effe&s in which It will ſhew it ſelf; and the 
Motrves there are to the cheriſhing and improving 
it in Our ſelves. 


1 be 
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1. The Foundation of it is laid in that Virtuous 
Love of Our ſelyes, which is joined with the 
Lowe of Others, united with Us in Humane Society : 
And it muſt be ſupported by that great and god- 
like Diſpoſition of mind, which dehres and la- 
bours to plant happinels where it is not, and 
to continue it where it is: Which is the ſame 
Thing with that Comprehenſive Love and Charity 
towards Others, which the Goſpel came to reſtore, 
and to inflame. But this, I ſay, notdo, as to 
exclude that Reaſonable Regard to our ſelves and 
our own Concerns, which never is, nor can be 
a Vice. So far from it, that, as long as We are 
Members of Humane Society, nothing can more 
ſecure and improve our own happineſs, than this 
Regard to the happineſs of that Humane Society, 
of which we are Members. We can do nothing 
for that good End, but what will reflect back its 
happy Influences upon our ſelves, in ſome Negree 
or other: as Every Law for the Pretervation, and 
Glory, and Happineſs, of the Public, 1s a Law, 
in which All the Members of the Public muſt find 
their 


— 
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their own Account, and their own Security. 80 
that a Public Spirit 1s not founded upon a Regard 
to Others, inconfiſtent with a Regard to Our ſelves, 
in a good Senſe ; but really takes in that virtuous 
and praiſe- worthy Self-love 3 which conſiders our 
own True Laſting Intereſt, (as well as the Peace 
and Applauſcs of our Mind within,) cloſely uni- 
ted with the Happineſs and Intereſt of All around 
Us. 


This may appear with more light, if you con- 
ſider the very Method, and End, of Mankind's 
Engagements with one another, in their entring into 
the Terms of Humane Society. Betore you ſuppoſe this 
Engagement, or Compact, or whatever you will call 
it, Every Man wasproperly ſpeak ing, One by Himſelf: 
guarding Himſelf alone, againſt Others ; taking every 
thing for his ſupport, which could come within 
his Reach; and having Himſelf alone, under his own 
Care and Protection. the firſt ſtep towards Ha- 
mane Society muſt ariſe, in the nature of the thing, 
from a Deſire of a more ſettled Security, than 
Every Man, by Himſelf, could find in his own 

Defenlc 
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Defenſe and Protection; join'd with a Benevolent 
Deſire ot the ſame Good to Others, which Every 
One found the want of, in Himſelf. And the 
nature of the Stipulation or Agreement, mult have 
been this; not, to profeſs or pretend to throw off 
All Concern tor Themſelves, or to regard the 
happineſs of Orhers, in a way inconfiſtent with 
their own: but to engage for that Mutual Strength 
and Support, Which ſhould be the happineſs of 
All the Members of Society; that is, of 
Themſelves, as well as of Others. 


The Public Spirit therefore, We are now ſpeak- 
ing of, as it reſpects Humane Society, mult be 
founded upon the Original Deſign and End of 
Humane Society ; which was, in the Intent of every 
Man, the Good and Happineſs of Himſelf, con- 
lider'd in conjunction with the Good and Hap- 
pineſs of Others. 


2. This will lead Us to the True Account of the 
oppoſite Vice. For it is plain from what hath 


been ſaid, that this doth not conſiſt in regarding 
| B Our 
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Our ſelves, provided we regard Our ſelves as Mem- 
bers of Society, united in the Bonds of Fricnd- 
ſhip and Union with many Others, for the ſame 
End of Mutual Preſervation and Happineſs ; But 
that the Crime conſiſts in regarding Our ſelves in 
inch a manner, as doth in effect take Us again 
out of that Society, into which We were enter'd. 
and ſhews that we conſider Our ſelves, as retir'd 
back again into that State, in which We were 0. 
riginally Our own Supports, and Our own De. 
fenders, without regard to Any but Our fclyes, | 
This, Every one ſees plainly, in the Cale of No. 
torious Offenders, in Inſtances which public In- 
famy and conſtant Puniſhment have mark'd with 

Difgrace; ſuch as Open Robbery, and Violence, 
and Rapine. But it is as true, and as certain, in 


all other, leſs obſerv'd and leſs notorious Inſtances. | 


For, as Men profeſling thoſe Vices, have, ior 


their own preſent Humour, or Paſſion, volunta- W 
rily removed Themſelves out of that Society, in 


which They were once engag'd: ſo, Whoever, W 


out cf a falſe regard to Themſelves; either tor a 


preſent Gtatification of Covetouſneſs, Pride, An | 
bition. 
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bition, Revenge, or the like, hinder the leaſt 
good, or procure the leaſt Evil, to the Public ; 
Theſe Men are, in that Inſtance, and in that Degree, 
upon the lame foot with the Others, They arc 
ſo far, got loole from the bonds of Humane So- 
cicty. They ſo tar regard Themſelves as Parti- 
culars, ſtanding by Themſelver. They have fo 
tar torn themſelves from the Ties and Concerns; 
of Social Engagements. And, tho' They may 
avoid the Intamy of Common Diſcourſe, which 
generally follows nothing but Public and Shame- 
ful Puniſhment ;, yet, in reality They are but juſt 
where the Others ate; that is, They are again 
got back into a State directly oppoſite to that of 
Humane Society; and are deveſted of All Real Title 
to the Advantages of a Condition, from which 
They have voluntarilyſeparated Themſclves. 
The Qreſtion therefore, to any Man upon this 
Subject, is only this, Whether, upon any occaſion, 
He will regard Himſelf, and his own immediate Paſ- 
tons and Views, (which He ſuppoleth His preſent 
Good,) in diſtinction and oppoſition to the Good 
of Society; or, Whether He will be content to regard 
$2 Himſfelf, 
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Himſelf, as a Member of Societyz and his own 
particular Good and Happineſs, as united and con- 
ſiſtent with the Good and Happineſs of Others. In 
the former Cale, His Choice immediately dif. 
ſolves the Relation between Him and Others, and 
gives Them a Right ro look upon, and treat Him, 
as a Public Enemy. In the latter Caſe, His Choice 
is directed by a Benevolent Temper to Himſelf, as 
well as to Others; and by a delire of the happinel; 
of Others, as united with his own, in the ſame 
Great Concerns. 


3. It follows naturally upon what hath been 
faid, to obſerve that it is this Deſire of the hap- 
pineſs of Other, this Generous and Dittu!.ve 
Love of Mankind, which, in all Scaſons, and 
upon all Occaſions, will be our chief Detenle a- 
gainſt falling into the Vice, IJ have been now ipeak- 
ing of. For tho', at the beginning, the firſt Thought 
of entring into the Terms of Society, was owing to 
the Wants, and Defects, which Every particular 
Man found in Himſelf, for his own particular 
Support and Preſervation; yet the End of that 

Society 
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Society muſt be anſwered, and maintain'd, by that 
Equitable Rule, of not expecting from Others, 
what We our ſelves are not ready, to afford Them, 
in all like Circumſtances. And, in order to afford 
Them, what We think reaſonable to expect from 
Them, We muſt feel, and improve, in our ſelves, 
the Love and Deſire of the happineſs of the World 
about Us; and {1x it as a ſteady Principle of our 
own Conduct, that it is not only ſtrictly agreeable 


to the very Engagements of Humane Society, in 


W which We are cncer'd ; but that it is highly glo- 
W ious, and honourable, to add to the Happinels, 
and to diminith che Miſerics, of Others, as far as 
W our Power and Influence can extend Themſelves. 


| The Great Neceſſity and Utctulneſs of having 
W luch a Support, laid deep in a Well diſpoſed 
ind, will appear to Any, who will give Them— 
[elves the trouble of remarking the many Power- 
ful, and too often Succeſsful, Enemies there are, 
to this Good and Benevolent Spirit. Sometimes 
Covetouſneſs, and ſometimes Pride; ſometimes 
the Ambition and Thirſt of Power, and ſometimes 

the 
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the Revenge and Rage of Diſappointment, will 
overturn the Minds of Men, on a ſudden; and 
make them forget that They are enter'd into 80. 
cicty with their Neighbours : unlets They hate 
firmly fix'd it in their own Judgments | 
that it can never be diſhowonrable for them o 
promote the Happineſs of Others; nor ever be 
honourable for Them, in any degree, to take | 
Themſelves back again ro Themſelves, after They | 
have once enter'd into All the Engagements vi | 
Humane Society, Ard this can never be firmy 
fix'd in any Mind, in which that Vicious Se He 
reigns, Which baniſhes All diſpoſition toward: | 
making others happy; and plants in its room a Co. 
Neglect of All the Reſt of Mankind. Many a 
One who would ſtart at the Thought of being 
an open Robber, or Cut-throat, yet is ſomctimcs | 
found to indulge Himſelf, out of ſome poor 
private View, or Reſentment, in acting a part, 
which puts Him as much out of Society; and is 
in it's effects perhaps of more fatal Conlc- 
quence to the Happinels of Mankind, than thou!- 
ands of Robberies, and Private Violenccs. 
The 


CT 1 

The ſame Law of Equity Condemns the One, 
which Condemns the O her. The {ame Rea- 
ſons engage Us againſt the One, which en- 
cage Us againſt the other. The fame End of 
Society, and the ſame Deſire of the Hap- 
pineſs of Others, rightly conſider'd, and tho- 
roughly imbibed, would effectually prevent 
or cure them both. And in Caſes, where no 
public Temporal Puniſhment follows, nothing 
but a Cood Principle within, can be of any 
laſting good Conſequence. 


4. As for the Effects, that will be ſeen to 
flow from hence; A Public Spirit, or the Love 


of Our, Country, or whatever it may be call, 


will not ſhew it ſelf, as if it were the Love of a 


BF particular Climate, or Soil; or of a particular 
W Conſtitution of Government, whatever it be, mere- 


ly becauſe we happen to be born under it: 


| but ic will appear in All the Genuine Effects 


of a ſincere Delire of the happinels of Society, and 
of Our ſelves, conſider'd as Members of Society. 


It will anſwer thole Ends and Engagements of 
| Humane 
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Humane Society, upon which it is built; and 
produce All the Fruits of that Love of Man. 
kind, which We can never forbear to cxto! 
and applaud where-ever We meet with it, . 
will Act with a View to Our own Happiness, 
conſider'd as temper'd in ſuch. a manner with 
that of Others, as that We can never deſtroy 
our own Laſting Intereſt, whilſt We promote 
the Common Intereſt, in which Our own lives 
and breaths. It is Something as far removed 
from Noiſe and Paſſion in Words ; as it is from 
Pride, Ambition, Covetouſneſs, or Revenge, in 
Actions. It doth not always indeed ſooth and 
flatter our preſent. Paſſion, or Every Immediate 
View of Perſonal Profit, or Power; but it al- 
ways tends to ſecure, even our Private Good, 
which We have, by entring into Society, mix « 
with the Good of Others. In a word, It is 
ſeen in a Conſtant Regard to the Intereſt of that 
Society, from which Our own cannot be ſeparatcc: 
And conſiſts, not in a Neglect of Our ſelves ; but 
in a Regard to Others, cloſely united in the fame 
Common Happineſs, or Common Miſery, with 
Our ſelves. x. 
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5. I come now to the Motive and Inducements 
to this Diſpoſition, and Practice. And, as I have 
hitherto conſider'd a Public Spirit, with regard to 
Humane Society; ſo, the firſt Motive naturally ariſ- 
eth from hence, that the Ends and Engagements of | 
Humane Society make Ihis the Duty of every Man, 
who 1s not willing to appear falſe to his Honour, 
and to his Aſſurances, There is no need of any 
Explicit Formal Contract in this Caſe. For, who- 

ever thinks, He hath reaſon to expect the Privile- 
ges, the Protection, the Support, ariſing from Socte- | 
ty, (which I believe, few will think they have for- 
feited,) doth, by that very Thought effeQually | 
give, or renew, the neceſſary Aſſurances, on his 
own Part; He acknowledges Himſelf bound by 
all the Ties of that Svcrety ; and conſequently obli- 
ged, in Honour and Conſcience, to regard Him- 
ſelf, not as a Perſon by Himſelf, with his own 
private Paſſions and Humours only to gratify, 
but as One of a Number of Men, whoſe Happineſs | 
and Intereſt is one and the ſame. Whenever 
( therefore, 


3. 


therefore, He ſeparates his own Good, from that 
of the pole, into which he profeſſeth voluntarily 
to throw it, every Hour that He lives under the 
Benefit and Protection of Social Laws; He Sins. 
diſhonourably againſt Thoſe Obligations: with much 
more diſhonour, and many more fatal Conſequen- 
ces, than a Man who breaks his private Agreement, 
or revokes his Verbal Promiſe, or his written Bond. 
It is in vain indeed, that Men are enter'd into the 
| Tics of Society), unleſs They look upon that very 
Entrance into them, as a ſtrict Obligation upon 
them, to Act agreeably to thoſe Ties. 


| So that if You only conſider your ſelves as 

Members of Humane Society, You have the ſtrongeſt 
Motive, which Honour, and Reaſon, and Equity, 
| can ſuggeſt ; that is, the Motive taken from the 
Bonds, and Engagements You have brought your 
ſelves under; to perform, on your Part, what in 
Reaſon you may expect from Others in the ſame 
Circumſtances; and what 1s agreeable and an- 


{werable to the Privileges and Protection You 
f think 
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think your ſelves entitled to, from the Bod) Politic. 
To claim the Benefits of Laws, and the Supports 
arifing from Humane Society, is abſolutely unreaſona- 
ble and abſurd, for any One to preſume to do, 
who hath any Senſe of Virtue and Honour left; 
unleſs He be ready, on his own Part, to pay back 
again all the Reciprocal Duties reſpecting the Good 
of the Whole: which He doth, in Effect, Promiſe 
and Vow to do, whenever He expects thoſe Be. 
nefits. The firſt Motive therefore is this, You 
are enter'd into the Engagements of Humane Soci- 
ety. You are obliged in Conſcience and Honour 
to anſwer thoſe Engagements. And conſequently, 
are obliged to regard the Happinels of that Society, 
in which your own 1s concern'd ; and your own 
private Inclinations, or Paſſions, no farther than 
as they are conſiſtent, not only with the Security, 
but with the Happineſs of the Prub/zc. 


If from hence we proceed to conſider Our ſelves 
as Reaſonable Creatures, brought into Being by the 


great Father of all Things; and capable of find- 
C9 ing 
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ing out his Exiſtence, Nature, and Perfections; 
We ſhall be perſwaded, that We can never be ſo 
Great in our ſelves, as when We conform our 
ſelves to his Will, or imitate his Perfections. 
And, when we know that He loves to communi- 
cate Happineſs ; and that His great Glory is, Mer- 
cy, and Goodneſs, diffuſed to all Beings who do 
| not make Themſelves uncapable of them: This 
will be a powerful Motive to all who know his Name, 
| to eſteem it as their own great Glory and Honour, 
to reſemble Him, in that Good and Benevolent 
Diſpoſition, to which They themſelves owe All 
| that they enjoy, and all that They can hope for. 


| Tf we now conſider our ſelves as Chriſtians, We 

ſhall find that the Beſt Religion is founded in Lowe; 
and that this Love is not a Paſſion, or a Fancy, or 
an Enthuſiaſm of the Mind, but the Beneficence of 
Practice; that it conſiſts, not in Profefton, and 
Words, but in Deed, and Action; that it hath no 
other Signification, i in the Law of Chriſtians, but 
doing Good, that is, adding to the Happineſs, or 


diminiſhing 
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diminiſhing the Miſeries, of Others, This is that 


true Friendſhip, with regard to particular Perſons, 
which alone deſerves that Name ; and this is that 
true Public Spirit, with regard to the whole Society 
to which We belong, which comprehends and 
enlivens every Duty we owe to it. If we have 
Chriſtian Charity, We have that Beneficent Temper 
which promotes the Good of Others ; and the more 
Diffuſive and Extenſive this is, the more Chriſtian 
it is: And if We feel nothing of the defire of 


the Happineſs of Others in Us, We are certainly 


void of All that Love, which is the Foundation, 
and Eſſence, of the Goſpel. 


| 


The laſt thing I ſhall mention is, Self-Love, and 


Self-Intereſt, rightly underſtood. For I am per- 
ſuaded that, if is be wholly left out of the 
Queſtion; and All regard to Themſelves be excluded, 
fo that Men ſhall find that they are neither to reap 
Profit, nor Pleaſure, nor Honour, nor any Advan- 
tage, from the Part they are to act, it is in vain 
to enter into Argument with Them. Their Pra- 


ctice 


SS 
ctice muſt be determin'd another way; and the 
Paſſions of their Hearts will eaſily hurry Them, 
whitherſoever They pleaſe. And here, if Men 
have any native Goodneſs and Probity of Mind, 
They will feel within Themſelves the Pleaſure and 
Honour of keeping ſtrictly to thoſe Engagements, 
which the Nature of Humane Society layeth upon 
them; and for which alone They receive the Sup- 
ports and Protection of it. They will have the 
{ Reward within, of a peaceful Breaſt, undiſturbed 
with the Tumults of Paſſion, Pride, Covetouſneſs, 
or Revenge. They will feel that it is, truly ſpeak- 
| ing, much more happy to I hemſelves, to give 
Bounds to their own Defires and Views, in Con- 
junction with the Ends of Society); than to break 
{ thro” their own Obligations, to ruffle and diſcom- 
| poſe their own Breaſts, merely for the ſake of 
| laying hold on every Opportunity of adding, for 
the preſent Moment, either to their Riches, or 
their Power, 


The 
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The Difference is this, that They will not in- 
deed have the Satisfaction of gratifying every pre- 
ſent Humour, or Inclination, or Rage; (if that can 
be called a Satisfaction, which often brings ſo much 
Private, as well as Public, Evil along with it:) 
but They will have the Satisfaction, even as to 
Themſelves, of purſuing their preſent Intereſt in a 
more ſteady and ſecure, as well as a more honour- 
able, way ; and at the ſame time of continuing, 


down thoſe Goods to their own Poſterity, which 
They enjoy themſelves. Whereas every Breach) 
or Violence, made upon the Scheme of Public 
Good, hath appear'd, in Multitudes of Inſtances, to 
NR ended even in the Temporal diſadvantage, 
or Ruine, of the Perſons Themſelves, who have- 
been tempted to Join in it. So it may probably 
be always, becauſe in its Nature it tends to it: but 
it will certainly affect many hereafter, in whom 
They ought to think Themſelves nearly and deep- 


ly concern'd. 


If 
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f therefore, Men have any regard to inward 
Peace and Tranquillity ; if They have any Senſe 
of Contentment within, or Security without ; 
if They will conſult their Underſtanding, and 
not their Paſſion, about their Intereft ; if they are 
not loſt to all Senſe of the Good of their own 
Poſterity ; if They have not thrown off all regard 
to their Reaſon, as well as all Belief in God ; They 
| will think even their preſent Intereſt, (as well as 
their Future Reward,) ſufficiently conſulted and 
ſecured, by ſuch a Temper of Mind, as will 
teach Them to diſdain to accept of the Benefits of 
Society, e adding to the Happineſs of it; 
and to purſue their own preſent Good, always 
in Conjunction with that of the Public, to which 
| They Sens 


Ry muſt not make an End, without ſaying ſome- 
thing upon the preſent Occaſion of our meeting 
together. This Society hath many Circumſtances of 


Advantage above Others of the like Nature, not 
only 
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only as it comprehends, in its Intent, a very great 
Number of the moſt Antient and Noble Families 
of this and; but as it flouriſhes under a moſt 
[luſtrious and Royal Preſident ; as it was firſt inſti- 
tuted to the Honour of a Princeſs, whoſe Name 
arries every happy Influence along with it ; as it 
s expreſly founded upon a Principle of Affection, 
3s well as Duty, to that Royal Family, in which 
We are now ſo happy above all the Nations a- 
round us; and as it is peculiarly defign'd to diffuſe 
and propagate that Public Spirit, or Love to our Coun- 
ry, which is inſeparably the ſame with Their Inte- 
reſt, If You confider your ſelves in this View, You 
will from hence receive new Supplies of Zeal, and 
ireſh Motives to every Thing, You owe to Your 
{lves, Your Fellom- Subjects, and Your Poſterity. 


When this Day leads your Thoughts from a Dead 
dint, whoſe Virtues You ought to celebrate, as 
r as the Hiſtory of ſo remote and dark an Age will 
permit, to that Living Example of Virtue, whoſe 
birth gives it its preſent Luſtre and Brightneſs ; 
to a Saint, not dreſs'd up in the Pageantry of a 
D blind 
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blind Superſtition; but adorn'd with thoſe real and 
ſubſtantial Graces, the Practice of which You © 
can ſee with Admiration, and the Effect of which 
the World feels with Happineſs: When this Day 
dire&s your Thoughts in this manner, the Honour 
You pay to HE R is paid to Virtue : And the 
Pleaſure you perceive, in paying it, ariſeth from 
a regard to the Public, when You are carried by 
the ſame Thought to view Poſterity made happy, 
perhaps in many Countries, by Thoſe, whoſe 3 
Minds and Manners She 1s now forming to every 
Thing Great, and Beneficent ; as well as to te- 
mark the Influences of Wiſdom and Goodnels up- 
on the preſent Generation. ; 


When You confider Your ſelves, as under the 
Prefidency of His ROYAL HIGHNESS, Hi | 
Zeal for the Good of Great Britain, will animate | 
and inflame your own. In the Calm of Proſpert- } 
ty, He will always praiſe and extol your Love | 
of Your Laws and of your Country. In the | 
times of Hazard and Diſtreſs, if any ſuch ſhould | 


come, He will lead You. on to Glory by his Ex 
ample. 
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8 
ample. And if You follow Him thro' the Paths 
of Honour and Courage, You will make your 
ſelves, and your Poſterity, as happy, as He wiſhes 


You to be ; and that 1s, as happy, as You can wiſh 
your ſelves to be. 


Your Thoughts will now naturally lead you to 
that truly Great and Good KING, whom the 
particular Providence of God hath placed, and 
preſerv'd, upon the Throne of theſe Kingdoms. 
If You conſider HIM in his Diſpoſition, His Tem- 
per, His Reſolutions ; how much Encouragement 
will You find 1n all theſe, to your improving and 
inflaming a true Public Spiritedneſs in your ſelves ? 
And how much need of it will you diſcover, if 
you reflect upon that Scene of Behaviour towards 
Him, to which our own Eyes have been, and are, 
Witneſſes? HE came to Us, cloth'd with all the 
Circumſtances that could recommend Him even 
to our Paſſionate Love. Power and Authority He 
had enjoy'd, in its Supreme Heighth, long before, 
in his own Country. But He always choſe to 
Reign, not by His Power, but by His Goodneſs 
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And They who lived under his Influences, loved | 
Him too well, to be ſenfible They obeyd Him, | 


His Beneficence made every Part of their Behavi- | 
our, reſult from Afection, rather than Duty. And 


yet, tho' this was His known and experienced 
Conduct; and tho' He came hither diſpoſed to 
cheriſh 075 Happineſs, as His own ; and to eſtabliſh 
this Nation, by Juſtice, and Temper, and Wiſdom: 
We have ſeen I hoſe amongſt our felves, who 
have been ready to prefer the Ceriain Enemies of 
their Religion and Liberties, before the Greateſt 
Friend, Thoſe invaluable Goods ever yet could 
boaſt of. They have been willing to call in the 
Bigottry and Revenge of Popery : and when that 
alone hath fail'd, even to invite in a Deluge of 


relentleſs Deftruftion, and Deſolation, in order to 
get rid of a State of Happineſs, which They are 


conſcious They do not deſerve, and have ſhewn 
themſelves not able to bear. 


But let not the Zeal of ſome, to tear in Pieces 


that Scheme of Bleſſings which Heaven hath put 
into 


„„ 

into our Hands, exceed our Zeal to ſtop its Paſſage 
from Us, and to ſecure it to our ſelves and all 
poſterity. As We have a Prince upon the Throne, 
who, unlike moſt of the Princes of this World, 
defires nothing of Us, but to make our ſelves hap- 
py ; as We have all the Inducements that Men, 
and Chriſtians, and Proteſtants, can have; as We 
have all the Terrors and Evils, that the ſtrongeſt 
Imagination can invent, to fear for our Country, 
if the Cauſe of Religion and Liberty ſhould be 
overturn'd and oppreſs'd ; as We are our ſelves, 
in our own Perſons, deeply concern'd in all the 
miſerable Conſequences of ſuch an Event; and 
ie under all the Obligations of Honour and Con- 
ſcience, to promote the Happineſs of the Public, 
of which We are Members ; and as We muſt ex- 
pet to anſwer to God, as well as to our own 
Conſciences, for our Stupidity and Madnels, in 
neglecting ſo great and invaluable Good hinge? 
let Us not permit the Zeal of a true Public Ser 
to cool in our Breaſts; let Us not only improve 1t 


in our ſelves, but let us kindle and increaſe it in 
| Others . 
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Otbers; till it may come to be too powerful for 
the. Narrow, Vicious, Selfiſhneſs, which is the Root 
„ all Publie Evil; and ſettle Us at laſt upon the 
unmoveable Foundation of Peace and Happineſs. 


